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B U LLETI N from the Savannah River Site

DWPF fills canister 150

The Defense Waste Process-
ing Facility, which transforms
high level liquid radioactive
waste into aglass form, poured
on September 10 the 150th can-
ister of waste sincelast October.

The milestone meets the De-
partment of Energy’ s(DOE) god

for canister productioninthe cur-
rent fiscal year, which ended Sep-
tember 30.
Sincethefirst-of-its-kind facil-
ity began radioactive operations
in March 1996, more than 214
canisters have been poured.

New nuclear materials
packagingtechnique

SRS employees of FB-Line re-
cently began operation of a new
nuclear materid packaging technique
-- bagless transfer. Developed in-
house by Savannah River Technol-
ogy Center and Nuclear Materials
Stabilization and Storage Division
employees, baglesstrandfer packages
plutonium meta inside a welded,
gainlesssted canfor safe storageup
to50years.

Plutonium isaradioactive dement
that isused in nuclear weaponsand
asareactor fuel. SRS’ sseparations
facilities, such asFB-Line, convert
plutonium solutionstoametdlicform
suitablefor safe storage.

Theterm“bagless’ decribesasys

tem that packages plutonium metal
without any plastic materia. Inthe
previouspackaging technique, theplu-
tonium metal wasplaced inaplastic
bag and sealed inatin can -- smilar
to cansusedinfood packaging. This
canwassuitablefor storing plutonium
fiveto 10years. Elimination of plas-
tic bags removes the possibility of
chemicd reactionsthat could happen
once plastic “breaks down” over
time.

The bagless can is stainless sted,
corrosion resistant and isbackfilled
with hdium oncethe plutonium meta
(without plastic) is placed inside.
Then, the caniswelded.

Inthefuture, FB-Linewill package
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al plutonium metal through
baglesstransfer. Materids, such
as plutonium oxide, will be
packagedinagmilar processand
stored in the Actinide Packag-
ing and Storage Facility, pro-
jected to start up in 2001.
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Removal actions at SRS seepage basins

The Department of Energy (DOE) began vegetation
removal actions at Savannah River Site's (SRS) seepage
basins at C Reactor and at the Savannah River Technol-
ogy Center's (SRTC). The DOE decided to initiate time
critical removal actions to remove and dispose of con-
taminated vegetation from these basins.

Removal actions include removing larger trees, vines
and bushes. Disposition of the cut vegetation will be de-
termined by DOE, the Environmental Protection Agency
and the South Carolina Department of Health and Envi-
ronmental Control. Completion of these actions will re-
move the source of contamination for the local wildlife
and prevent spread of contaminated leavesin thefall.

The C Reactor seepage basin was used to collect low-
level radioactive wastewater from the C Reactor disas-
sembly basin. The SRTC seepage basinswere constructed
in the 1950s to collect low-level radioactive wastewater
from the former Savannah River Laboratory.

Removal Site Evaluation Reports, completed under the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act, detail how these removal actions are
being completed and are available for public review be-
ginning September 24 at theinformation repositorieslisted
in the box below.

Design changes, TNX groundwater unit

An Explanation of Significant Differences(ESD) is
being issued by the Department of Energy (DOE) to
announce changesintheremedia design selected for
the TNX AreaOperable Unit. SRSisrequired by the
Comprehensive Environmental Responseto provide
an explanation of the differencesand to makethein-
formation availabletothe public.

The TNX Areaisapilot-scaletest facility used to
providetechnical support to various SRS production
areas. Past operations within the TNX arealed to
contamination of thearea’'sgroundwater with solvents
and metals. Thesdected remedy intheInterim Record
of Decision (IROD, October 1994) wasto use one

recirculation well and apump and treat the system con-
gsting of four extractionwellsand anair Stripper. Af-
ter operations started, testing showed that therecircu-
lation well was not operating as designed, was not ef -
fectivein removing contaminantsand could not bemade
effective. Therefore, therecirculation well was shut
down and will not be used as part of theinterim action.

Theonly changeintheremedy asstated intheIROD
and the currently proposed remedy isto discontinue
the operation of therecirculationwell. ThisESD will
beavailablefor public review October 16 to Novem-
ber 14 at theinformation repositories|isted in the box
below.

Citizens board seeks new members

The Savannah River Site's Citizens Advisory
Board (CAB) membership campaign is September
22 through November 21.

Areacitizensand SRS employees may apply. Up
to five SRS employees can serve on the board; how-
ever, applications will not be accepted from man-
agement employees or employees of departments
directly impacted by board recommendations.
Spouses and children of these employees also are
not eligiblefor board membership.

The 25-member SRSCAB consstsof haf itsmem-
bersfrom South Carolinaand the other from Geor-
gia Theboard advisesonissuesrelated to environ-
mental restoration, waste management, risk manage-
ment and future use and nuclear materials manage-
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ment.

For moreinformation or to request amembership
packet, call Dawn Haygood at SRS, (803) 952-6971.
Area citizens may call toll free, 1 (800) 249-8155.
Applications are also available on the CAB Web
Page at www.srs.gov/general/people/srs-cab.

INFORMATION REPOSITORIES

* DOE Public Reading Room, Gregg-Graniteville Library, USC-
Aiken * Thomas Cooper Library Government Documents Depart-
ment, USC-Columbia * Reese Library, Augusta State University, Au-
gusta, Ga. * Asa H. Gordon Library, Savannah State University,
Savannah, Ga

SRS Home Page, “What's New” (http://www.srs.gov)
SRS Environmental Restoration Home Page
(http://www.srs.gov/general/sci-tech/enviro-rest/extpage/pub/pubinv.html)
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Current NEPA actions affecting

SRS

* Wastel solation Pilot
Plant (DOE/EI S-0026-52)

* Rocky Flats Plutonium
Residues and Scrub Alloy
(DOE/EI S-0277)

e Shutdown of River Water
System at SRS (DOE/EIS-
0268)

» Accderator for Production of
Tritium (DOE/EI S-0270)

* Tritium Extraction Facility
(DOE/EI S-0271)

* DOE Waste M anagement
(DOE/EI S-0200)

* SRS Spent Nuclear Fuel
(DOE/EI S-0279)

* Sur plusPlutonium
Disposition (DOE/EI S-0282)

» Wetland Mitigation Bank
Program (DOE/EA-1205)

* Tritium Facility M oder niza-
tion/Consolidation Project
(DOE/EA-1222)

* DOE Permission for Off-
loading and Transportation of
Commercial Low-Level Ra-
dioactive Waste across SRS
(DOE/EA-1218)

* Privatization of the Multi-
Purpose Pilot Plant Project
Campus (formerly TNX)
(DOE/EA-0000)

The final EIS will be issued in
October 1997.

The draft EIS Notice of
Availability is scheduled for
October 1997.

The final EIS was issued May
1997, and the ROD is expected
fourth quarter 1997.

Preparation of the draft EIS
continues with aproposed issue
date of November 1997.

Publication of the draft EIS is
projected for February 1998 and
final EIS and ROD for August
1998.

Multiple RODs will be issued:
TRU/HLW in November 1997,
HLW storage in December
1997, LLW and LLMW in June
1998.

Preparation of the draft EIS is
progressing with a publication
datein the fourth quarter 1997.

The draft EIS is scheduled for
February 1998.

Preparation of the draft EA is
progressing with a proposed
issue date of December 1997.

Preparation of the draft EA is
ongoing with a proposed issue
date of October 30, 1997.

The predecisional draft EA was
sent to South Carolina and
Georgiaon August 26, 1997, for
review and comment.

Preparation of the draft EA is
progressing with a proposed
issue date of November 1997.

Operation of BaroBall

check-valves

The U.S. Department of Energy-Savannah River
Operations Office has requested from the South
Carolina Department of Health and Environmen-
tal Control (SCDHEC) a temporary authorization
for the operation of up to 20 barometric pumping
wells using BaroBall check-valves.

These check-valves will be located in the vicin-
ity of the Metallurgical Laboratory Hazardous
Waste Management Facility in the A/M area of
the Savannah River Site (SRS).

Past operations in the area near the facility re-
sulted in releases of solvents to the ground. Mi-
gration of these solvents has resulted in contami-
nation of soil and groundwater. This technology
was selected, because it can be rapidly imple-
mented and installed, requires minimal operation
and maintenance, and is cost-effective.

SRS has requested the term of the temporary
authorization for the maximum allowable 180
days. More information is available by contact-
ing personnel listed in the bottom box.

For copies of NEPA documents,
contact ...

Drew Grainger

NEPA Compliance Officer

U.S. Department of Energy
Savannah River Operations Office
Building 773-42A, Rm. 212
Aiken, S.C. 29802

E-mail: nepa@srs.gov

Fax/Phone: 1 (800) 881-7292

Need more info?

==Y ';'_-,a,-l | .f
wﬁ: Macy Flora
Westlnghou se Savanniah Rqﬁr Co.

ﬁaﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ!m&tﬁ'g
703-A, Rm. 133 =

> Aiken, S. C i
-'-.-:f & %5{%72

— J.T tht(f)Hiﬂt!Dr, e
Division of Hazardous and'Infectious Waste Mgmt.

Bureau of Land and \i@]&l

2600 Bull Street =i
Columbia, S.C. 29201-1708 '\,
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Name

Address

City

State Zip
Add to mail list

Remove from mail list
Correct my address

Malil to:

SRS Environmental Bulletin
Savannah River Site
Building 705-A
Alken, S.C. 29808

MAILING LIST

The SRS Environmental Bulletin
Savannah River Site

Building 705-A

Aiken, S.C. 29808
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The SRS
Environmental Bulletin

For more information on this or other
cleanup and compliance activities at
SRS, please contact:

Mary Flora Donna Moore
WSRC WSRC

703-A,Rm. 133 Public Relations
Aiken, S.C. 29808 (803) 725-0189

(803) 725-2272




